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(57)Abstract: 





PURPOSE: To improve the sound quality of a • 
reproduced sound by superimposing a prescribed noise 
signal for a period having a prescribed time or below of 
the duration time among periods discriminated to be 
silence periods. 

CONSTITUTION: A decoding expansion section 1 1 
identifies a silence flag FN at the head of an inputted 
coded data DC and supplies it to a silence period control 
section 12, which checks whether or not its block is 
consecutive for the number or over corresponding to a 
prescribed time T1 when the content of the silence flag 
FN is included in the silence period. If the result is NO, 
the selection signal SL outputted to a selector 14 is 
descended as to all blocks discriminated to be silence 
periods to allow the selector 14 to select a noise data 
DZ fed to an input terminal A. In the block constituting a 
silence period having a shorter duration time than a 
prscribed time T1 among silence periods, the noise data 
DZ is fed to a digital/analog converter 19 as a, sound 

data SD. Thus, the signal component missing partially is compensated by the superimposed 
noise signal to improve the sound quality of reproduced sound. 
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